San Francisco HIV Prevention Planning Council (HPPC)

Co-Chairs Report

August 14, 2008
Announcements:

Eiko Sugano Resigns:  We are sorry to announce that Eiko Sugano has resigned from the HPPC.  She has given a lot of time and dedication to the Council and committees.  Eiko initially became involved with the Council as a community member on the Strategies and Interventions Committee.  She became an HPPC member in 2007, and has been an active member on Substance Use and Structural Interventions and this year’s Strategies, Interventions, and Evaluation Committee.  We wish her the best in her future endeavors.
Release of new HIV Incidence Estimates: The CDC released its estimate of the annual number of new HIV infections in the United States.  For more information on the 2006 HIV incidence estimates including CDC's podcasts, frequently asked questions and answers, fact sheets, and related surveillance information, please visit http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/topics/surveillance/incidence.htm.
Ex-Officio Seat to HPPC Bylaws:  The co-chairs approved the addition of an ex-officio seat to the HPPC bylaws. Tracey Packer has been nominated by Grant Colfax as the HIV Prevention Section Ex-Officio member.  The Steering Committee supported the nomination and Tracey Packer will assume the seat at the August 1th HPPC meeting.
Election Voting Process:  Some members continue to express discomfort about having to say the name of the candidates when voting last month during the election process for the At-Large member to the Steering Committee.  The HPS staff reviewed the information from the HPPC bylaws and Sunshine Ordinance to address this matter.  Currently the HPPC bylaws states “All votes taken by the full HPPC will be taken by roll call vote.”  The bylaws also state, “The HPPC shall abide by state and local ordinances pertaining to meeting procedures, and where these bylaws conflict with such ordinances, the ordinances shall supersede these bylaws.” Section 67.16 of the Sunshine Ordinance also states that the minutes must reflect the “names of the members attending the meeting, the roll call vote on each matter considered at the meeting, While the Steering Committee understands that voting verbally for a candidate may sometimes make members feel uncomfortable, the HPPC must follow the rules outlined in the bylaws and the local ordinances pertaining to meeting procedures.  
Election UCHAPS Community Representatives:  San Francisco is a member of the Urban Coalition of HIV/AIDS Prevention Services (UCHAPS).  UCHAPS is a partnership of community members and health department representatives from urban areas highly impacted by HIV/AIDS.  Each UCHAPS jurisdiction has four representatives and the jurisdiction is encouraged to achieve continuity over time among their UCHAPS delegation.
Each delegation consists of two designated governmental and two designated community representatives as well as one alternate governmental representative and one alternate community representative.  One of the community representatives must be the community co-chair or the community co-chair elect, or the former community co-chair from the jurisdiction’s HIV prevention community planning group. 

Israel Nieves-Rivera and Eileen Loughran are the Health Department representatives and Perry Rhodes III and Gayle Burns are the current community representatives for San Francisco on UCHAPS. Currently Grant Colfax and Gwen Smith are the alternates. In order to achieve continuity over time, in 2003, the council voted to approve that the two current Co-chairs represent SF on UCHAPS.  They also voted to appoint the outgoing Community Co-chair as the alternate.  In keeping with this process, and since Gayle Burns is no longer a Community Co-chair, today we are voting to update the UCHAPS representation to match the current community Co-chair leadership, and to have the outgoing Co-chair as the alternate.
Update on Development of the 2010 HIV Prevention Plan:  This will be a recurring item on the Steering agenda and the Co-chairs report to keep the Council updated on the status of the HIV Prevention Plan.  If you have any questions, please contact Eileen at Eileen.Loughran@sfdph.org.
Committee Updates:

Membership/Community Liaison Committee:  
The committee met on Thursday, August 7th.   Jonathan Batiste recently resigned as a Committee Co-Chair to take on a new position as at-large Steering committee member.  The committee voted Steve Muchnick as the new Membership/CL Committee Co-Chair who will share co-chair responsibilities with Tonya Williams.  New member recruitment has recently opened with priority recruitment for Native Americans, youth under the age of 20 and men who have sex with men – intravenous drug users.  The deadline to submit a new membership application is August 25th.  The committee will be working on developing a new membership orientation agenda in the proceeding committee meeting.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 4th, from 3:00-4:30 PM.
Points of Integration between Prevention and Care (POI) Committee:  
The last meeting was on Monday, July 7th and the next meeting will be on Monday, August 18th.  At the August 18th meeting, the Prevention with Positives (PWP) Best Practices Work Group will meet for the third time as part of this committee.  Harder & Company will continue to facilitate this discussion including an updated existing definition of PWP and a PWP best practices work plan.
Show Me the Data!  Getting Ready for SF’s Next HIV Prevention Plan:  The committee met on August7.  The group continued the discussion on the distinction between co-factors and drivers of the epidemic.  The members also discussed the criteria for drivers.  The committee continued the discussion on how drivers will be implemented in the priority setting model.  The group decided to invite Grant Colfax, Director of Prevention & Research to the September meeting to answer remaining questions before determining next steps.  The next meeting is scheduled for September 4th, from 3:30–5:30 PM.  
Strategies, Interventions, & Evaluation Committee: 
The group met on August 6th to discuss recommendations for CTL/serostatus awareness based on the discussion and presentation from the last two meetings.  The recommendations from this group have been sent to the CTL unit for further discussion.  The CTL unit will work to incorporate the committee’s recommendations into testing models.  The group will review and discuss these models at the August meeting.  The committee provided feedback on the Syringe Access guidelines developed by the policy unit.  The group voted to approve the guidelines.  The document will be presented to the HPPC at the September 11 meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for September 3, from 2:30-5:30 pm.
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